
 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions 
  

The guiding questions on this first page are for all courses on the summer reading list 
except for the following (see pages 2-10): 
 
English 11 International 
English 12 International 
IB English A Language and Literature Year 1 
IB Italian A Year 1 
IB English A Literature Year 2 
IB English A Language and Literature Year 2 
IB Italian A Year 2 
IB SSST Literature A Year 2 

  
Please write a typed or handwritten response to each of the following five prompts on 
each of the works assigned for the course(s) you will be taking in 2017-2018. Each of the 
5 responses should be around 200 words in length. 
  

1.    Initial Understanding. What are your thoughts and questions about the story? You 
might reflect upon characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in the story. 
  

2.    Interpretation. Choose two passages from the book that you think indicate an 
important change in the main character from the beginning of the story to the end. 
What do you think causes this change and how do the passages show this change? 
  

3.    Connection. What does this story say about people or human nature in general? In 
what ways does it remind you of people you have known or experiences you have had? 
You may also write about stories you have read or movies, works of art, or television 
shows you have seen. Use examples from the book to explain your thinking. 

 
4.    Critical Stance. What are the characteristics of a good piece of literature? Provide a 

definition of this. Now explain how successful the author was in creating a good piece 
of literature. You might like to consider some of the following: believable characters; 
attention grabbing opening /memorable closing; effectiveness of writer’s tools. 
  

5.    Context. What aspects of the writer's own political, cultural, and social environment 
can you see represented in this text? 
  



  
 

 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for English 11 International 
  

The Book of Unknown Americans 
  
Please write a typed or handwritten response (at least 100 words to each of the 
following prompts on this novel): 
  

1.    Initial Understanding. What are your thoughts and questions about the story? You 
might reflect upon characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in the story. 
  

2.    Interpretation. Choose two passages from the book that you think indicate an 
important change in the main character from the beginning of the story to the end. 
What do you think causes this change and how do the passages show this change? 
  

3.    Connection. What does this story say about people or human nature in general? In 
what ways does it remind you of people you have known or experiences you have had? 
You may also write about stories you have read or movies, works of art, or television 
shows you have seen. Use examples from the book to explain your thinking. 
  

4.  Critical Stance. How successful was the author in creating a good piece of literature? 
Use examples from the story to explain your thinking. 
  

5.    Context. What aspects of the writer's own political, cultural, and social environment 
can you see represented in this text? 
 
  



 

 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for English 12 International 
  

Nineteen Eighty-Four 
  

Your summer reading assignment is George Orwell’s celebrated novel Nineteen Eighty-
Four. The novel is about a man named Winston who lives in a futuristic totalitarian 
version of London. Before you read the book, look at the questions below. You will 
write answers to each question and then bring the book and your answers to your 
English 12 International class when you start school. Your written work will be assessed 
for its ideas and your engagement with the text. 
  

1.  Initial Understanding. Because this novel is a dystopian work that criticizes 
totalitarianism, it would be helpful for you to look up these two important terms. 
Define totalitarianism and in a paragraph (5-7 sentences) describe what a totalitarian 
government might do to keep people under control. Then define dystopia. Dystopias 
have become a popular subject in books, movies, and television shows in recent years. 
In a paragraph (5-7 sentences) describe another dystopian society you have encountered 
in the media. 
  

2.  Interpretation. After finishing the novel, choose one significant event from the book 
and in 100-150 words describe how it changed life for Winston. 
  

3.    Connection. In 100-150 words, write a paragraph answering the following two questions. 
What does this story say about society and political power? How does Winston’s struggle 
relate to our current society? 
  

4.  Critical Stance. How successful was the author in creating an interesting piece of 
literature? Does it effectively criticize the way governments can become corrupt, 
manipulative, and abusive? Answer in 100-150 words. 
  

5.  Questions. After you have read the book, write three or four questions you would like 
to ask the author about the book and his political beliefs. 
  

6.    Vocabulary. List twenty new vocabulary words from the story and write what they mean 
in English. Write the page number beside each word. 

 
 



 
  
 

 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for IB English A: Language and Literature Year 1  
 

Nineteen Eighty-Four 
  

Below, you will see four different types of questions to respond to. Your answers will be 
collected during the first days of school in September. You may type or handwrite your 
responses. Write 200 words for each of the four questions. 
  

1.    Initial Understanding. What are your thoughts and questions about the story? 
You might reflect upon characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in 
the story. 

  
2.    Interpretation. Choose two passages from the book that you think indicate an 

important change in the main character from the beginning of the story to the 
end. What do you think causes this change and how do the passages show this 
change? 

  
3.    Connection. What does this story say about people or human nature in 

general? In what ways does it remind you of people you have known or 
experiences you have had? You may also write about stories you have read or 
movies, works of art, or television shows you have seen. Use examples from 
the book to explain your thinking. 

  
4.    Imaginative Response. Using one of the following text types, produce a piece 

of creative writing (200 words) that gives the reader a deeper insight into the 
life of a lesser-known character in George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-Four: 

  
Interview 
Article 
Introduction to a debate, speech, talk, presentation 
News report 
Review 
Blog/diary entry 
 
 



 
 

 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  
 

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for IB Italian A Year 1 
 

L’isola di Arturo 
  

L’isola di Arturo è un romanzo di Elsa Morante (pubblicato nel 1957). Il narratore 
presenta il percorso di formazione di un giovane ragazzo che abita sulla piccola isola di 
Procida. 
Leggi questo romanzo e scrivi su un documento doc quattro risposte (di 300-400 parole) 
alle seguenti tracce: 
  
1)  Comprensione iniziale. Quali sono i tuoi pensieri e i tuoi dubbi in relazione alla 

storia? (Puoi riflettere sui personaggi, sui loro problemi, sul titolo…). 
  
2)  Interpretazione. Scegli due brevi passaggi che, secondo te, indicano un 

cambiamento fondamentale nel personaggio principale rispetto all’inizio della 
storia. Quali sono le cause di questa trasformazione e come il passaggio scelto mette 
in rilievo tale cambiamento? 

  
3)  Collegamento. Cosa ci dice questa storia riguardo agli uomini e all’umanità in 

generale? In che modo ti ricorda di persone e/o personaggi a te noti o di esperienze 
vissute? Puoi anche parlare di altri testi che hai letto, di film, di programmi 
televisivi…Usa esempi dal libro per spiegare il tuo pensiero. 

  
4)  Risposta creativa. Scegli uno dei personaggi secondari del romanzo, scrivi un testo 

creativo per sottolineare cosa hai capito di lui o lei. Puoi inventare un’intervista, un 
dibattito, una critica, una pagina di diario. 

  
  

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for IB English A Literature Year 2 
 

The Colossus 
 

Please The Colossus by Sylvia Plath and annotate the following poems: 
 

• “The Colossus” 
• “Morning Song” 
• “Full Fathom Five” 
• “Two Sisters of Persephone” 
• “The Disquieting Muses” 
• “Mushrooms” 
• “The Beekeeper’s Daughter” 

 
Choose ONE of the poems above and write a commentary on it. You may type or 
handwrite your responses. You should spend around 1.5- 2 hours writing your 
commentary.  
 
You may wish to consider the following in your response: 
 

• Diction (word choice) 
• Imagery (appealing to different senses) 
• Figurative Language (metaphors, similes, etc) 
• Sound devices (assonance, alliteration, etc) 
• Structure (division of lines and stanzas, pauses, etc) 
• Symbolism 
• Tone 
• Speaker 
• Development of a central idea 

 
 
Good luck! 
  



 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for IB Language and Literature Year 2 
  

The Reader  
  

Below, you will see four different types of questions to respond to. Your answers will be 
collected during the first days of school in September. You may type or handwrite your 
responses. Write 200 words for each of the four questions. 
  

1.  Initial Understanding. What are your thoughts and questions about the story? 
You might reflect upon characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in 
the story. 

  
2.  Interpretation. Choose two passages from the book that you think indicate an 

important change in the main character from the beginning of the story to the 
end. What do you think causes this change and how do the passages show this 
change? 

  
3.  Connection. What does this story say about people or human nature in 

general? In what ways does it remind you of people you have known or 
experiences you have had? You may also write about stories you have read or 
movies, works of art, or television shows you have seen. Use examples from 
the book to explain your thinking. 

  
4.  Imaginative Response. Using one of the following text types, produce a piece 

of creative writing (200 words) that gives the reader a deeper insight into the 
lives of the two main characters. 

  
Interview 
Article 
Introduction to a debate, speech, talk, presentation 
News report 
Review 
Blog/diary entry 

 
 
  
 
  



 

 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for IB Italian A Year 2 
 

 
1. Leggere dieci novelle del libro Tutti i racconti di Giovanni Verga:  
 
1. Primavera 2. Nedda (raccolta Primavera) 
 
3. Fantasticheria 4. Jeli il pastore 5. Rosso Malpelo 6. Cavalleria rusticana 
7. L’amante di Gramigna (raccolta Vita dei campi)  
 
8. Gli orfani 9. La roba 10. Libertà (raccolta Cavalleria rusticana) 
 
 Prendere appunti relativi a: 
 
- inizio e fine della novella, 
- narratore e punto di vista,  
- spazio,  
- tempo del racconto e della storia,  
- personaggi,  
- linguaggio  
ed effetto di tutto questo sul lettore. 
 
 
2. Leggere: La locandiera di Carlo Goldoni 

 
1. Contemporaneamente completare la tabella della struttura drammatica di 

Freytag in modo approfondito. (Tale tabella è stata allegata alla mia email di 
giugno).  
 

2. Indicare le tecniche drammatiche di alcune battute (annotando atto e scena), 
evidenziare l'effetto degli episodi scelti all’interno della commedia ed il 
messaggio che viene trasmesso al lettore/spettatore. 

 
Nella prima colonna della tabella copiare gli appunti relativi a Enrico IV (testo letto ed 
analizzato in Year 1). (La terza colonna sarà utilizzata il prossimo anno per la 
Mandragola. La quarta per Questi fantasmi).  
 



 

 
 

TASIS England Upper School 
  

Summer Reading Guiding Questions for IB SSST Literature A Year 2 
 

Read two texts of Part 4 of your IB Program 
 

Below, you will see four different types of questions to respond to. Your answers will be 
collected during the first days of school in September. You may type or handwrite your 
responses. Write 200 words IN ENGLISH for each of the four questions FOR BOTH 
TEXTS: 
 
1. Initial Understanding. What are your thoughts and questions about the story? 
You might reflect upon characters, their problems, the title, or other ideas in 
the story. 
 
2. Interpretation. Choose two passages from the book that you think indicate an 
important change in the main character from the beginning of the story to the 
end. What do you think causes this change and how do the passages show this 
change? 
 
3. Connection. What does this story say about people or human nature in 
general? In what ways does it remind you of people you have known or 
experiences you have had? You may also write about stories you have read or 
movies, works of art, or television shows you have seen. Use examples from 
the book to explain your thinking. 
 
4. Imaginative Response. Using one of the following text types, produce a piece 
of creative writing (200 words) that gives the reader a deeper insight into the 
lives of the two main characters. 
Interview 
Article 
Introduction to a debate, speech, talk, presentation 
News report 
Review 
Blog/diary  
 

  



 
 
 


