
All the news 
 
British Newspaper Archive 
http://www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk/ 
  
The British Newspaper Archive is a project by the British Library in partnership with brightsolid 
online publishing that is digitising up to 40 million newspaper pages from the British Library’s 
vast collection and will be a searchable archive of historic local newspapers. The first stage of 
this project is focusing on runs of newspapers published before 1900 and includes titles from 
cities such as Birmingham, Derby, Manchester, Nottingham, Norwich, Leeds and York as well as 
local titles from London boroughs. 
Searching the archive is free and you can search by keyword, name, publication title, location or 
date. Search results can be further refined to focus on announcement type: news articles; family 
notices, letters, obituaries and advertisements. News articles can give a window in daily life in 
Britain as they cover national events as well as local and regional issues. Family notices allows 
searches for birth, marriage and death notices as well as related announcements such as 
engagements, anniversaries, birthdays and congratulations. The letters section includes letters 
that were written by readers and sent to the editor. The Obituaries area includes searchable 
information of notable individuals. The advertisements include classifieds, shipping notices and 
appointments. 
 
To view any of the pages you need to pay into a subscription of either 12 months, 30 days or 2 
days. 
12 month subscription - £79.95, unlimited access 
30 day package - £29.95, 3000 credits (equivalent cost per page from 5p) 
2 day package - £6.95, 500 credits (equivalent cost per page from 7p) 
It is possible to register for free samples which are accessed from the Timeline and are refreshed 
on a regular basis. 
  
  
Newspapers for Schools 
http://www.newspapersforschools.co.uk/ 
  
Newspapers for Schools is a free service offered by the Newspaper Licensing Agency (NLA). 
The online service allows schools access to newspaper clippings in PDF format from over 100 
UK national and regional titles. 
The first service offered is Paper Copying. Schools are able to apply for a free licence which 
permits copying of news print. On completion of the online form, an active paper copying 
licence is emailed. 
 
The next service is the News Library; an online database of national and regional titles dating 
from 2006 onwards. The digital cuttings are of the original news clippings and include original 
formatting, colours and graphics. The service can be searched either by Simple or Advanced 
Search or by Browsing. In the Simple Search dropdown menus allow searches to be tailored by 
‘Search in’, date and publication. The ‘Search in’ facility allows keyword search to be limited to 
article body, headline only, sub headline only, by line only or author only. An important note is 
that by default any searches are only from articles published that day, when looking for older 
articles ensure to use the dropdown menu. The Advanced Search additionally allows results to be 
filtered by section e.g. News, Business, Sport etc. From the search results a summary of the 
article is provided with the word count. 



 
Newspapers are used extensively by teachers and this service could be useful to blend topical 
coverage into the curriculum whilst being fully compliant with copyright law. These resources 
could be a good way to encourage interest in current affairs and to help engage students with 
real-life issues on national and international levels. 
 


