
Anniversaries 
 
70th anniversary of the Home Guard 
On 14 May 1940 the Government broadcast a message asking for volunteers for the Local 
Defence Volunteers. This was thought too clumsy and on 23 August 1940 Winston Churchill 
changed the name of the LDV to the Home Guard. Popularly, they were know as 'Dad's Army' 
because so many of them were considered elderly, and it is this name which has stuck! 
Two sites which give authoritative information will be useful for Years 5 to 9 covering World 
War II. These sites give links to other useful resources for pupils studying the war, or for those 
who are interested in the people who were affected. 
http://www.home-guard.org.uk/ 
This site has been put together by veterans, so at some stage it will not be updated in the same 
way, but the authority is there. 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/home_guard.htm 
This has been created by a history graduate, keen to spread his knowledge. 
Both sites welcome external contributions, recognising there are others out there with vital 
information that should not be lost. 
Both are good for WWII projects for teachers and students. 
 
100 years of Girl Guides 
http://www.girlguiding100years.org.uk/ 
This is the official centenary website. It looks modern and attractive, is interactive and has a lot 
of content. Gone are dowdy colours, replaced with pinks and purples to appeal to young girls, 
yet it also gives sufficient information for parents and leaders. 
 
J.M.Barrie - 150 years 
James Matthew Barrie, known as J. M. Barrie later in life, was born on 9 May 1860. The Scottish 
author is best remembered for creating Peter Pan, the boy who refused to grow up. 
All children's librarians will be aware that Barrie donated all his copyright in Peter Pan to the 
Great Ormond Street Hospital for Children in 1929, which has been kept alive by the official 
sequel - Geraldine McCaughrean's Peter Pan in Scarlet. 
For secondary school age children and beyond, a serious study of Barrie's life and influence 
would be interesting and there are some useful sites to use: 
http://www.jmbarrie.co.uk/ and http://www.jmbarrie.net/ are both sites for which the user has 
to register, although not pay, to gain full access. Both claim authority in different ways. 
A discussion for older children which is interesting and raises many controversial points is 
athttp://www.telegraph.co.uk/culture/donotmigrate/3556421/How-bad-was-J.M.-Barrie.html 
However, for younger children, whose experience is the Disney film, these are simply irrelevant 
and far too detailed. 
 
Other sites offering notable dates: 
 
Woodlands 
http://www.woodlands-junior.kent.sch.uk 
This excellent school website offers lots of different calendars of events, national awareness 
days/weeks, celebrations and other dates to commemorate. If you are stuck for inspiration for a 
display or activity, this site will always inspire and provide resources. 
 
 
 



Active History 
http://activehistory.co.uk/updates/anniversaries 
An educational site which provides educational games, online quizzes, assembly ideas, 
worksheets and lesson plans for the history classroom. 
 
Ideas 4 Writers 
http://www.ideas4writers.co.uk/date-a-base.htm 
Although this does say to check the accuracy of facts, it does have some quirky commemorative 
dates that you wonder why anyone would think to remember! 
 
Daily Telegraph 
http://www.telegraph.co.uk/topics/preview-of-the-year/6907965/Preview-of-2010-the-
anniversaries.html 
Popular anniversaries of celebratory birthdays which will appeal to young people. 
 


