
Anniversaries for 2011 
 
It was tempting to start this review with a link to Wikipedia which celebrates its 10th anniversary 
this year - http://ten.wikipedia.org/wiki/Main_Page 
However I decided that giving it a passing mention and then highlighting some of my other 
favourites was a far better idea, especially when two well- known charities celebrate their 
centenaries in 2011. 
 
Macmillan Cancer Support http://www.macmillan.org.uk was founded in 1911 by Douglas 
Macmillan as the 'Society for the Prevention and Relief of Cancer'. At the time of writing the 
website is still to be updated with details of centenary events although some of the publicity 
materials are already available athttp://be.macmillan.org.uk. The focus is on the added extras - 
100+. The website also has lots of helpful factsheets for background information about the 
charity, the support it offers and about cancer itself. The schools section on the main site 
includes interactive whiteboard material on cancer and on staying safe in the sun. The 'Why 
Bother?' and 'TIC' areas of the site are aimed specifically at children and young people - to get to 
them follow the link for Schools and Young People in the menus at the bottom of the screen. 
There are lots of really useful resources including downloadable DVD clips, healthy eating 
recipes and the Real-Life zone and the TIC website provide supportive arenas for children and 
young people directly affected by cancer. 
 
The Royal National Institute for Deaf People marks the start of its centenary year on 9 June 
2011 -http://www.rnid.org.uk/about/centenary/ - when it adopts the name Action on 
Hearing Loss. Although the majority of this site is aimed at adults the information and 
resources section has downloadable resources and factsheets on topics such as sign language, 
communication and deaf awareness factsheets. 
 
The Open University is celebrating the 40th anniversary of its first broadcast on the BBC this 
year. Still working in collaboration with the BBC, the OU OpenLearn website 
(http://openlearn.open.ac.uk/) provides a wealth of materials on a huge range of topics which 
will be of use particularly to senior pupils. Topics covered in the Learning Zone are often topical 
- for example, in the Body and Mind section one of the featured articles at the time of writing 
was entitled 'Feeding the Chilean Miners' - and looks at general dietary needs as well as those of 
the miners at different stages of their time underground. The languages section provides 
beginners material in French, German, Italian, Spanish and Chinese as downloadable iTunes 
podcasts. 
 
Dulwich Picture Gallery http://www.dulwichpicturegallery.org.uk celebrates its bicentenary 
this year. It was England's first public art gallery, founded when Sir Francis Bourgeois RA 
bequeathed his collection of old masters for 'the inspection of the public'. Its main collection is 
of seventeenth and eighteenth century Baroque masters but also mounts loan exhibitions from 
other periods. Their website has a dedicated multimedia channel (in the Gallery tab) which 
features materials produced to support the collection and the exhibitions. The gallery's curator 
presents both video presentations and podcasts on different areas of the collection. 
Finally, 2011 is the 'Year of Light' commemorating one of the world's greatest feats of 
engineering - theBell Rock lighthouse - which was completed in 1811. The lighthouse was built 
by Robert Stevenson, the grandfather of Treasure Island author Robert Louis Stevenson. The 
website of the Museum of Scottish Lighthouses http://www.lighthousemuseum.org.uk is a great 
starting point. Their teachers' resource pages include materials that tie in to electricity, light, 
weather and Victorian history. For those in primary schools there are also materials to support 
the wonderful 'The Lighthouse Keeper's Lunch' topic. 


