
 
Anniversaries in 2012 

 
That this is Charles Dickens’ 200th birthday will not have escaped your attention, and the BBC 
season may have already stimulated interest in school. For those who would like to find out 
more http://www.dickens2012.org/ ;  is the official website bringing together information about 
all the different activities arranged. It has sections for film, TV and radio; literature and 
education; exhibitions; theatre and performing arts; festivals and outdoors. In the nature of 
things most events are based around Portsmouth, London and Rochester so for those of us 
more geographically remote information about his life and work will be more useful. 
 
The BBC has a brief 
biography http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/dickens_charles.shtml as does 
Spartacushttp://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/PRdickens.htm. A more detailed biography is 
available on Victorian 
Webhttp://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/dickensbio1.html which is part of an 
extensive Dickens 
resourcehttp://www.victorianweb.org/authors/dickens/index.html ;covering  a wide range of 
topics including religion, gender, themes and characterization although many  of the resources 
would need mediation with younger pupils and navigation is not always clear. 
 
There is a useful set of links including one to the British Library Dickens in Context 
resourcehttp://www.bl.uk/learning/langlit/dickens/dickenshome.html (particularly useful as 
this site is not one which appears on the first few pages of a Google search). This British Library 
site would definitely be my preferred website for anyone looking at Dickens’ work in a more 
than purely literary way. There are sections on poverty and wealth; prisons and crime; literature 
and social campaigning; industrialisation; childhood; caricature; instalments; and Dickens as 
performer. Each section has a brief introduction, film clips of John Mullan discussing the topic 
and Simon Callow reading (in costume and in the Dickens house) an appropriate extract from 
one of the novels, and links to relevant historical and literary sources presented in neat bites with 
enlargeable illustrations. The Literature Network http://www.online-
literature.com/dickens/ provides access to online versions of the novels with illustrations and 
some commentary although the advertisements are annoying; e-texts are available to download in 
a variety of formats from Many Bookshttp://www.manybooks.net/authors/dickensc.html and 
from Project Gutenberg http://www.gutenberg.org/. 
  
Grimm news 
  
There are other literary anniversaries too. Grimm’s fairy tales or Hausmarchen were first published 
200 years ago. A National Geographic 
site http://www.nationalgeographic.com/grimm/index2.html presents the original gory tales. It 
is a 1914 translation so the language is old fashioned but key phrases are highlighted. The main 
screen asks you to choose ‘a story about…’ but there is a link to a list of the stories included. 
Unfortunately the main contents list is a pop-up list for which you need to click on a treasure 
chest, but once found this leads you to further information including a timeline of the brothers’ 
lives and a magazine article about the history of the collection and a selection of weblinks. The 
Grimm Brothers Home Page http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/grimm.html ; is dry in appearance and 
seems quite scholarly but has a very useful section of links where you can compare multiple 
versions of, for example, Cinderella type stories. Full texts of all the original stories are available 
online on Project Gutenberg and Many Books, which also has audio files. 



  
Hobbit holes 
  
J.R.R.Tolkien’s The Hobbit (like the SLA) is 75 this year and with the forthcoming film there is 
bound to be interest.http://www.tolkien-online.com/hobbit.html is part of an extensive site 
clearly put together with love although it is keen to stress it is unofficial. With a biography, 
thematic pages on e.g. Tolkien and mythology and Tolkien’s sources it is a useful starting point. 
Disappointingly, HarperCollins, the official publisher, has only a bookshop. The Tolkien Society 
education section http://http://www.tolkiensociety.org/ed/ has plenty of clear, if not very 
excitingly presented, information and study packs and includes a section on running a Tolkien 
event in school and Aunt Belladonna’s recipe book.  There is, of course, plenty of information 
about the film out there, from IMDBhttp://www.imdb.com/title/tt0903624/and the official 
blog http://www.thehobbitblog.com/to the gossip sites. 
If you are interested in exploring further literary anniversaries, Talk 
Literaturehttp://members4.boardhost.com/readliterature/msg/1314120952.html has a very 
extensive list. 
  
Titanic trouble 
  
On a different note, 2012 is also the 100th anniversary of the sinking of RMS Titanic. Titanic 
Stories http://www.the-titanic.com/ is the official Tourism Ireland website. With sections on 
building the Titanic, passengers, and the journey as well as quick facts sections, this is a useful 
introduction to the topic and the ‘Titanic Today’ section has fascinating links to related art and 
literature as well as ‘weird stuff’! There are also video clips and archive photographs to use for 
primary sources. The National Museums of Northern Ireland mini-
site http://www.nmni.com/titanic/ includes a section ‘On Board’ with information about the 
food, accommodation and activities on the ship and ‘Loss’ with detailed information about the 
disaster. There is a nice interactive timeline at the bottom of each page and original documents 
and photographs can be viewed and zoomed. For more detail, visit Encyclopedia 
Titanica http://www.encyclopedia-titanica.org/ there are passenger and crew lists with 
biographies, lists of survivors and victims, deckplans and research articles. Scrolling news 
headlines in a box allow you to click in to contemporary newspaper accounts along with recent 
news about the Titanic (and also the Costa Concordia). 
It is also the 75th anniversary of the Hindenburg airship disaster. Dan Grossman’s 
bloghttp://www.airships.net/hindenburg has information about airships in general, and the Graf 
Zeppelin and US Navy airships as well as the Hindenburg. There is detail about the design, schedule, 
accommodation (more like a ship than an aeroplane) and more as well as about the disaster itself 
with explanations of some of the different theories about the cause. Despite being part of the 
‘museum of unnatural mystery’ http://www.unmuseum.org/hindenburg.htmgives a 
straightforward account in pupil friendly format. 
About.comhttp://americanhistory.about.com/od/hindenburg/a/hindenburg.htm has several 
pages of information about the disaster and includes a link to the official FBI investigations. 
How Stuff Workshttp://science.howstuffworks.com/transport/flight/modern/blimp.htm has a 
clear explanation of how airships actually work. 
 


