
Archimedes lab 
www.archimedes-lab.org 

 
was created in 1997 by two web designers and inventors with many years experience in what they 
describe as 'visual creativity and education'. As well as the website they have founded the 
Archimedes Laboratory, a consulting network of experts which specialises in improving and 
developing creativity. As a result they offer training, workshops and a variety of products all of 
which are aimed at enhancing learning through puzzles, logic and creativity. 
The website offers pages on Puzzles & Tests, Illusions & Paradoxes as well as Oddities & 
Curiosities. The site offers, among other things, puzzles and brain teasers as well as logic and 
geometry questions. Reportedly brain games and mental activities keep the brain young and 
active, so why not log on and have a go for yourself? Here is some insight into what is on offer 
within each of the main areas of the site. 
 
Starting with Puzzles & Tests there are options including tangrams, brain teasers, math games and 
mental tricks. There is also a 'monthly puzzle', a 'create your own' option and a 'numberopedia'. 
The monthly puzzle is a tricky one requiring thought, but should you decide to submit your entry 
there are prizes to be won. In 'create your own' a printable puzzle is offered along with the link 
to a solution! The 'numberopedia' is certainly not for the faint hearted - it looks rather more like 
the type of puzzle that could be tackled by A-Level Further Maths students; however this does 
mean that there is at least something for all abilities on the site. In this section there are also links 
to new items, visitor favourites and top puzzle resources. 
 
Illusions & Paradoxes is set up in the same way but here there are 'Illusion of the Month', an 
'Illusion Gallery' and a 'Hypnotical Illusion'. All the images in this section are wonderful to look 
at and really do challenge the eye as well as the brain! This section is focusing on the reading of 
physical reality. Vision is a very creative act and by seeing we depict the world on the canvas of 
our mind. We are artist and material, reconstructing what we see using our eyes. When we look 
at the illusions presented on the site they pose a number of questions, they amaze, they frustrate 
and they fascinate. Beware, you could be here for hours, seeing something different every time 
you look! 
 
Oddities & Curiosities features a variety of puzzles and games that don't really fit into any of the 
other categories; as the heading suggests, they are odd and curious! Find out for example how 
pasta and geometry are related or enter the 'Oneiric Maze', a labyrinth that is added to every 
month by the site administrators and users themselves - the challenge here is to play using the 
given options and not the back button! This is a great game that will have players seduced and 
hooked within minutes. 
 
As well as all the fun activities available on the site there is a Teacher's Resource Area, tips on 
solving puzzles, a very usable search option and many of the usual features one now expects 
from a site of this nature such as a site map, choice of language, easy to use & follow drop down 
menus and more. There are a considerable number of graphics used on this site so expect it to be 
slow to load if you don't have a great internet connection. However it is fascinating and 
entertaining and should provide hours of quiet, educational fun for children, teachers and 
librarians! 
 


