
BBC topics 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/topics/ 

 
"The bbc.co.uk/topics project aims to bring together content from across the BBC, showing you 
the most relevant content we have to offer on a range of specific topics. We've just a small 
sample of topics to begin with, but we'll be adding many more soon. Find out more or send us 
feedback on the service or topics you'd like to see added. For more information read our Topics 
post on the BBC Internet Blog". 
 
The information states that these topics are automatically updated web pages based on 
Countries, People or Subjects. This should ensure currency of information. 
It seems, however, that those items included will be television programmes or news only and of 
that they will originate from BBC produced items. This leads one to question how impartial the 
information found can be, if one accepts that using one source of information will always lead to 
unbalanced research. 
 
Information within the topics pages is found using automatic searching techniques which, it is 
claimed, mean lower overheads and therefore more content can be established and maintained, 
for longer if not permanently. However these Topics chosen for inclusion are based on search 
statistics of people using the BBC’s search engine, what they have currently available and the 
BBC’s editorial priorities. Content is not produced solely for the Topics section; it is already 
available and is merely being placed better for people to access. 
The information itself is obviously current affairs and news related therefore not the best for 
background material. It is also not the most easily navigated as it relies on directory searching, 
the search engine on offer at the top of the Topics main page refers to searching the entire BBC 
website. 
 
Once information is found the results are not provided in the list format people are used to, they 
are in boxes with headline and some of the text. This is confusing to the eye and does not enable 
one to prejudge whether to continue on to the article or not as they are not abstracts or 
summaries. When pictures are also included this confuses even more. 
It does not seem to be available from the main BBC website; people are expected to stumble 
across it one assumes. This may allow us to bypass filtering systems however, with a formal URL 
it may be possible to allow access to this area of the BBC without having to allow access to all. 
On a positive note for those confident with directory searching and happy to browse the 
information on offer, for those able to search elsewhere for other sites offerings to ensure 
reliability and widen the sphere of research, then this is a pleasingly aesthetic and most likely 
highly dependable (this is the BBC after all!) fount of information. Certainly the Country 
information, about the 26 Countries currently listed, would serve as a good starting point and 
basis of knowledge for any Geography student. 
 
In conclusion it is a site perhaps best used by staff, for example by adding it to school’s run 
Filamentality or internal searched pages. It could also be used as part of Information Literacy 
training, but is not a site to direct students to if you feel they will not try to corroborate the 
evidence or may copy and paste whatever they find. I am left disappointed with expectations not 
met and a wish for the editors to clean up Topics and live up to its potential. 
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