
China 
 
"China isn't just another country it's another world" proclaims travel guide Lonely Planet. These 
fascinating sites will enable students to explore it further. 
 
Travel 
http://www.lonelyplanet.com/worldguide/china/  
 
is a comprehensive first stop for an overview of the country, a detailed history and photo gallery. 
The captioned video tours of all the major sites and cities are superb. 
Find more photo galleries and video tours at 
http://www3.nationalgeographic.co.uk/places/gallery/china_wong-tai-sin-
temple.html?source=G1617&kwid=ContentNetwork|811699674 
http://www.trekearth.com/gallery/Asia/China/ is another vast image bank covering China 
region by region, ancient and modern. Visit this site for a variety of unusual, artistic and off the 
wall insights into a fascinating country and culture. 
http://cnd.org/Scenery has a more traditional image selection with separate categories for scenic 
sites, landscapes and ancient buildings. 
The China National Tourist Office http://www.cnto.org/aboutchina.asp covers everything from 
language and family names, to religion and ethnic groups and breaks down China's tourist 
statistics and tourism revenue. 
 
Geography 
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/geos/ch.html  
 
offers detailed facts and figures on geography, people, government, economy, transportation, 
communication, and defense forces. 
As well as a clear country profile http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/world/asia-
pacific/country_profiles/1287798.stm offers background information on China's current and 
recent leaders and media, a chronology of recent events shaping China with video and audio 
clips - and the national anthem! 
More fast facts and clearly labelled maps of China can be found 
athttp://worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/asia/cn.htm 
http://cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation/index.asp?id=156 provides similar statistics in a 
simplified form on economy, environment, health and technology. Useful sidebar graphs help 
make the figures meaningful and compares China against the rest of the world. The Today's 
News section offers hotlinks to all the Chinese daily newspapers 
while http://www.chinadaily.com.cn/ is the official English language Chinese newspaper online. 
 
Society 
http://www.china.org.cn/english/index.htm 
 
provides a comprehensive guide to the country with up-to-date news stories, the excellent News 
In Pictures and comprehensive sections on government, science, culture, technology, diet, health 
and important environmental issues. All the news stories are easy to understand and give a real 
insight into the country and its people. 
http://www.einnews.com/china/ provides another useful look at the news with news feeds 
grouped by topic including energy, politics, business and health. 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/in_depth/asia_pacific/2004/china/default.stm is a BBC news 
online special on Modern China. Older students will find the site an invaluable and completely 



up-to-date guide to China's key stories, the news in pictures, the economy, social issues and also 
China's controversies. More human rights issues and abuses are highlighted 
at http://www.amnesty.org/en/region/asia-and-pacific/east-asia/china 
 
Culture 
Upper primary and lower secondary students will enjoy exploring 
http://www.historyforkids.org/learn/china/ a veritable treasure trove of easily accessible and 
illustrated information on everything from art and architecture, clothing, food and games, the 
economy to the environment, philosophy, religion and science. The site is supplemented by 
teacher guides, activities and projects. 
 
Primary schools will also make particularly good use 
ofhttp://www.activityvillage.co.uk/chinese_new_year.htm which offers simple information 
about the most important of the Chinese holidays, origami, puzzles and a huge range of quality 
celebration printables including bookmarks and posters. Primary maths teachers will also make 
good use of the Chinese puzzle tangrams 
at http://www.enchantedlearning.com/crafts/chinesenewyear/tangram/ 
 
Secondary teachers might prefer the more complex http://tangrams.ca/ 
http://www.chinapage.com/china.html is a fascinating gateway to sites about Classical Art, 
calligraphy, poetry, literature. As well as being a fantastic resource for Art and English packed 
full of high-quality photos the portal also covers Chinese scientists, proverbs, festivals and much 
much more. 
 
http://worldmusic.nationalgeographic.com/worldmusic/view/page.basic/country/content.coun
try/china_170?fs=www3.nationalgeographic.co.uk&fs=plasma.nationalgeographic.com 
allows browsing by region, country, genre, or artist and also offers music video and MP3 
downloads as well as an introduction and explanation of Chinese music. 
The Chinese Calendar is explained at 
http://webexhibits.org/calendars/calendar-chinese.html 
while characteristics of the associated Chinese Zodiac signs are explored 
athttp://www.chinatoday.com/culture/zodiac/zodiac.htm in a beautifully illustrated page which 
could be used as a poster. 
 
Language 
Although fiendishly difficult to learn, language lovers should start with 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/languages/chinese/; an attractively laid out introduction to Mandarin 
Chinese for beginners in 10 lessons covering introductions, food and drink, directions etc. 
http://www.clearchinese.com/learn-chinese/index.htm 
is a free online Mandarin Chinese course made up of 15 units with simple phrases and dialogue 
for a variety of common situations with the added attraction for teenagers of a downloadable 
MP3 file to accompany every unit. 
 
Food 
Direct those who are interested in cooking and Chinese food 
tohttp://www.cs.cmu.edu/afs/cs.cmu.edu/project/jdt-www/www.suchu/www-
cook/index.html where special ingredients, cooking techniques and regional dishes and 
specialities are all clearly explained and illustrated. 
Finally encourage students to look at www.dimsum.co.uk the British Chinese Community 
website. Neatly organized into features, viewpoints, food and culture it offers an insight into the 



Chinese communities living in Britain, reviews films and books and debates topics of interest 
including festivals, immigration, technology, work, women, health and cultural identity. 
Make the most of the National Year of Reading too by expanding reading horizons and 
promoting a range of Chinese autobiographies, fiction set in China or by Chinese authors. 
Although primarily aimed at older and adult readers excellent and extensive annotated book lists 
can be found athttp://www.westminster.gov.uk/libraries/reading/chinese/ 
With the eyes of the world on China in the run-up to the Olympics these sites will help maximize 
your links with Departments and spark a myriad of exciting cross-curricular projects and reading 
based around China. 
 


