
Christmas ICT 
 
I am reliably informed on a regular basis by our SLS librarian, to whom Christmas is a wonderful 
festival and who loves the countdown, how many shopping days there are until the big day, so 
now I’m doing my bit for School Librarianreaders to avoid the ‘Bah, Humbug‘ label. 
 
I’ll start with Christmas gifts – books of course, and Richard and Judy’s Children’s Christmas 
Book Club is made up of 12 interactive titles for mixed age groups aimed at both boys and girls, 
and seeks to help parents and carers choose great books for Christmas which children will love. 
The titles are available in WH Smith stores at special promotional prices. I’d rather they had 
joined up with independent book shops, but hopefully the ubiquitous WHS shops will attract 
those grand/parents who may not otherwise purchase books and is certainly worth advertising to 
parents: http://www.booktrustchildrensbooks.org.uk/show/feature/Home/Richard-and-Judy-
Childrens-Chistmas-Book-Club-2011 
 
We can always rely on Woodlands Junior School to provide excellent resources. From 
Christmas maths lesson plans and the true meaning of Christmas, to fun quizzes and crafts, there 
are activities to fill the whole of advent for primary age children: http://www.woodlands-
junior.kent.sch.uk/teacher/christmas.html 
Santa’s Net http://www.santas.net/aroundtheworld.htm, an Australian site, allows us to view 
Christmas traditions around the world. Useful short snippets of information for primary and 
lower secondary level.  ‘Great Britain’ and ‘Wales’ are slightly dated to what may have happened 
40 years ago, so there is every reason to suppose that other countries are slightly stereotyped, but 
it does show a difference in cultures and traditions. A bit disappointing was the ‘How Merry 
Christmas is said in different countries.’ I expected sound to hear the pronunciation, but it 
should have been ‘How Merry Christmas is written in different languages’. 
 
The North Pole http://www.the-north-pole.com/around/ also provides a survey of customs 
around the world on its ‘Christmas Around the World’ pages, amongst many other offerings. 
This site has common sense thrown in. For Australia it suggests that the reason for consuming 
turkey and Christmas pudding was the ancestry of many Australians, and worries about Santa in 
his red fur coat getting sunstroke. 
 
To start commemorating Charles Dickens’ 200th birthday early, there are a number of sites to 
use. 
http://charlesdickenspage.com/christmas.htmlis American and includes adverts, but if adults 
use the material there are some useful activities here. 
http://www.funtrivia.com/quizzes/literature/dickens,_charles/a_christmas_carol.htmlhas some 
fun quizzes to use on A Christmas Carol, suitable for junior or secondary pupils and best of all, 
they must have read the book, not watched a film! 
 
The BBC offers a credible site to give secondary school age pupils the religious and historical 
background, bringing it up to present day 
celebrations: http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/religions/christianity/holydays/christmas_1.shtml 
For pupils studying history, staying with the BBC, the Ten Ages of Christmas gallery 
at http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ 
british/ten_ages_gallery.shtmlpoints pupils straight to the particular age they are studying. 
Teachers or librarians will have had to check first that what they need is here, but here’s an 
educational Christmas lesson before the fun stuff of the last week of term. 



How about a green Christmas? The Green Kiddie site – http://www.greenkiddie.co.uk/Eco-
Christmas.php&ndash; offers ideas to the Eco Clubs in school, some of which can only be taken 
home to observe. 
Keep up the eco message on recycling 
athttp://dl.dropbox.com/u/21130258/resources/InformationSheets/ChristmasRecycling.htm 
which offers suggestions for pupils to demonstrate waste saving and ideas for citizenship lessons. 
So, something for serious lesson planning plus something for fun activities no matter what your 
age — so Happy Christmas to all our readers! 
 


