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The Exploratorium is museum for science, art and human perception and is based in San 
Francisco, USA. Their website includes a wealth of information and online interactive materials 
that can be used without visiting the museum. At first the website can seem daunting as there 
seems to be so much information available in the thousands of web pages. 
 
Under the ‘Explore’ tab you are able to browse the range of resources which are divided into 
subject areas of: Astronomy and Space, Culture, Earth, Everyday Life, Human Body, Listening, 
Living Things, Material World, Mind and Seeing. Each subject area has two sections. The first, 
‘Things to Make and Do’, includes link to hands-on activities, articles and videos. 
The second section is to further websites by Exploratorium which look at individual topics in 
even greater detail. The website also has a search facility which allows you to search by keyword. 
In the search results it also offers alternatives to narrow your search further. 
Unfortunately there is not a search facility available that allows you to search by resource type. 
So it is not possible to search just for the interactive sources or only articles etc. If you are 
looking at the list of sources under ‘Things to Make and Do’ it does identify the type of resource 
there. 
 
The range of hands on activities offer something for everyone from using biscuits to 
demonstrate how large amounts of rock and sediment are added to the edge of continents to 
making your own Martian environment. For younger students there are also suitable activities 
such as making a sun clock and listening for the quietest sound. 
 
Some of my favourite interactive resources I tried were the Step re-mix. Here students learn 
about stepping and put together their own routine. After doing this interactive students could 
even try and perform their own stepping routine. Another interesting interactive resource is the 
Bird Call quiz. Here students have to identify different bird calls as either a bird song, bird alarm 
or a bird call. 
 
Viewing the additional websites that accompany each subject topic offers even more information. 
Some of the websites even offer more activities and interactive resources, such as the Brain 
Explorer. This website offers additional fun online activities such as Memory Solitaire, Tic-Tac-
Toe and Double Trouble. 
 
A slight drawback is that there is no guidance given on what age the resources are appropriate 
for. This means that you are unable to tell if they will be appropriate until you open up the 
resource and try it out for yourself. 
 
This is a fully comprehensive free website that offers a huge wealth of information and activities. 
It would be very easy to lose some hours just browsing the different subject areas. There are 
many activities that would liven up any science lesson and the level of information is accessible 
for students across all stages of the curriculum. 
 


