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How to use JSTOR database 

 
JSTOR is short for Journal Storage. Founded in the United States in 1995, JSTOR is an 
online database which provides access to full-text articles to hundreds academic 
journals, dating as far back as 1665. Subjects range from Archeology to Zoology. 
 
 
How to create unique JSTOR account 
 
Although JSTOR can be accessed throughout TASIS, it is recommended students 
create their own username and password in order to use the database from home 
or abroad. 
 
Step 1: 
Please follow the link: 
 
http://www.jstor.org/token/5JtGHk2h8d9yuWKHVZmG/tasisengland.org 
 
Step 2: 
You will be directed to the login/ register for MYJSTOR page. Please click on the 
register link to go to MyJSTOR Registration page. 
 
Step 3: 
Complete the required fields to register a unique username and password. A unique 
email address is required, but the email address may be of any type. Select 
secondary school student for a profession. 
 
Step 4: 
Click submit to register your account. You will be redirected to the new JSTOR main 
page, where you may use JSTOR as normal. 
 
Step 5: 
For subsequent access, users may go directly to www.jstor.org and select login at 
the top of the page to enter JSTOR with their username and password. They may 
access JSTOR via the account from any location. 
 
NOTE: This access token link is for the use of TASIS England authorized users only. Any 
other users will be considered unauthorized. 
 
 
 
There are several ways to search JSTOR database: basic search, advanced search, 
using the search box, citation locator. 
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1. Basic search 
 

 
 
The basic search box is located on the homepage. Simply type your keywords. Basic 
search will search across all of the full text articles of all the items in JSTOR. 
 
 e.g. Abraham Lincoln 
 

 
 
The majority of the articles in the database are accessible (they can be viewed, 
printed or emailed). Such articles will have a green tick. Articles with a yellow cross 
next to them will only display citation information. 
You can narrow down your search results by selecting the only contents I can 
access link.  
 
 
You can add other search terms and search within results. 
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 e.g. add Art to previous search 
  + tick the box Search within these results 
 

 
 
You can sort the result list by publication date or relevance. 
 
If you want to refine your search, you are recommended to use advanced search. 
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2. Advanced search 
 
Advanced search offers more options for deciding which fields you would like to 
search. To access advanced search from the homepage, select the second tab 
from the menu, search, then the first option. 
 
If you need to add another search box, click add a field. 
 
 e.g. Abraham 
  AND Lincoln 
 

 
 
You can search by:  
full-text, author, item title (= name of article), abstract or caption. 
Please note that only 10% of JSTOR articles have an abstract (=summary). Caption is 
used when search for illustrations. 
 
You can narrow or broaden your search using Boolean operators (AND, NOT, OR) or 
proximity search (near 5, near 10, near 25). 
 
A proximity search looks for your search terms within a specified distance of each 
other (five words separating both terms, ten words separating both terms and so 
on). If you want to limit your search, you are recommended to use near 5. 
 
You can search for only content you can access OR include external content. 
 
External content will include issues of journals archived in JSTOR, but current contents 
is not on the JSTOR site but another site. 
 
You can narrow your search by: 
Item type: article, review, misc, pamphlet 
Date range  
Language 
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Discipline: you can select one or several disciplines, you can also search within one 
discipline by clicking on the left + and selecting which subfields you would like to 
use. 
 
If you know the publication title, you can add this information in the relevant box.  
 
When you are satisfied with your search criteria, click search. 
 

 
 
Advanced search is a great way to refine a search. If you have an account, you 
can also save your searches by simply typing a name for your search in the right 
column and clicking save. 
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3. Search box 
 
At the top of almost all pages, you can search the database using the search box. 
  
 e.g. type flowers in the upper right search box 
 

 
 
When you are viewing an article, you can narrow your search further by selecting a 
search within this issue, this title or all titles (from your search list).  
 

 
 
In advanced search, you can view at any time your history of searches  
within the session by following the link manage saved searches (right column).  
You can select any and re-run it again, delete it or edit it. 
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4. Citation locator 
 
If you already have a citation for an article you are looking for, you can enter that 
information in the citation locator. 
 

 
 
When you are viewing an article, look for the right column on the screen: 
You can view other articles from the same author, 
Google search for related items, for items citing this article or do an author search. 
 
If you need to search within the article, open it in PDF and use the find box.  
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Tips when searching JSTOR 
 
1. JSTOR uses stop words, words that are too common so they will not be searched: 
IN AN AT THE A 
Do not use them unless they are preceded and followed by quotation marks (“  “). 
 
2. When using quotation marks, JSTOR will search the terms as they appear. 
Therefore be sure of the correct order and spelling before using them. 
 
3. Abstract: only 10% of articles in JSTOR have an abstract. Searching by abstract will 
greatly limit your search.  
Proximity search: the closer the words are, the more relevant they are to one 
another and to your search. 
Add fields for more complex connections. 
Think of synonyms when conducting  your search. Eg. Gold Coast = Gana 
 
4. Wildcard: the * replaces letters, thus broadening your search. 
e.g. afri* will give results containing: Africa, African, Africans 
      African 
      Africans 
 
Stem searching: use #  symbol to found variations of a word. 
e.g. goose# will find articles with the words:  goose, geese, goslings 
 
5. You can select to only obtain results with images or contents TASIS can access 
(green tick). 
 
6. You can save searches if you are logged on. The more you refine a search, the 
more you should consider saving it. 
You can limit your search by publication or subject. 
You can limit your search to any publication within one or more disciplines, by 
clicking the + next to the subject. 
 
7. It helps to check multiple subjects for your first searches (then you can start to 
narrow them down). 
If you know a specific journal, you can select and search it, this will save you time. 
If you are logged in, go to MY JSTOR, and save your searches. You can also view 
your search history. 
You can save as many searches as you want and edit or delete them at a later 
stage. This is a useful tool when organizing your research.  
Once logged, you can check articles you are interested in and save citation. You 
can also email or export citation, by simply ticking the citations and selecting email 
or export options. 
 
8. If you are struggling finding appropriate search terms, go to http://dfr.jstor.org 
 
 
 


