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ipl2 is the result of a merger in January 2010 between the Internet Public Library and Librarians' 
Internet Index. As a public service organisation and a learning/teaching environment, ipl2 is 
hosted by the iSchool at Drexel College of Information, Science and Technology. This venture is 
managed and supported by a consortium of colleges and universities. 
 
There are three elements to the website: a neatly structured resource supplying links to 
trustworthy information, an 'Ask an ipl2 Librarian' service and a Learning Community, for which 
you need to register in order to post questions and comments. It is the first element that I 
propose to explore. 
 
Initial signposting routes are Resources by Subject; Newspapers and Magazines; Special 
Collections created by ipl2; For Kids and For Teens. The bias is, as you might expect, towards 
American sites and content. However, there is still a remarkable attempt made at world coverage. 
This is particularly evident in the newspaper section where you can use the menu to arrive at the 
free content of daily and local newspapers, for example The Guardian or The York Press. 
Resources by Subject offers annotated collections of high quality internet resources selected by 
ipl2 staff. The emphasis is on providing accurate factual information. 
 
All of the links provide free information, but it is pointed out where some sites require payment 
for additional content and enhanced services. Within this category you can select broad subject 
areas such as Regional and Country Information. This contains 504 resources broken down by 
continent or recognised geographical area like The Middle East. Sources include The BBC and 
official government websites. Searching for the population of Slovenia yielded several sites with 
that information plus sites offering one or the other. There is a Reference section and Arts and 
Humanities section, plus several more headings all of which break down to further subdivisions. 
Navigation is easy and the labelling is very clear. 
 
For Teens, ipl2 offers sections on money matters, graphic novels, answers to 'Frequently Asked 
Embarrassing Questions' amongst other interesting headings. The kind of knowledge found here 
is largely devoted to teen issues and interests. For Kids has a much more educational, traditional 
feel. The authors and booklists refer to mainly American authors and sites. Whilst some of the 
sites grouped under the two headings are helpful, these are possibly the least useful parts of the 
site to use exactly as they are. 
All of the headings are straightforward except for Special Collections created by ipl2. 
 
There are 24 separate packages of sites, four of which are flagged as 'Most Popular'. 
The A+ Research and Writing Guide also appears in the Teen section, but does, however, give 
advice and links to websites that are valuable for any age. It could be used as a quick guide for 
supporting pupils undertaking Extended Project Qualifications. The Literary Criticism collection 
is another set of links covering a wide range of authors likely to be interest to pupils. The WWI 
collection includes sites you would expect to find, such as the BBC, as well as European and 
American sites on the same subject. There is also an eclectic range of Pathfinders to peruse, but 
some of the subjects are not relevant to schools. 
 
Given the number of sites that are gathered into the structure of this site it makes sense to be 
able to use power searching to retrieve exactly what you want. This was, in my opinion, the 
weakest part. The absence of searching tips (apart from delving in the actual research guides) 



leaves the user guessing as to how to obtain the best results. Trying to find resources for Jane 
Austen gave the same number of hits whether or not inverted commas or Boolean logic was 
applied and the results were not all relevant. 
 
This site could be a useful addition to any online reference library. Verified sources and accuracy 
of information are always important and this is the strength of ipl2. Where third parties are 
responsible this is clearly pointed out, so you can choose whether to use what is on offer. 


