
Mock elections 
 
As one who ran the school Mock Elections last time round (2005) and fully intending to do so 
this time, a round-up of useful websites seems timely. No sites reviewed required fees paid. 
 
YVote 
http://www.mockelections.co.uk 
 
A fabulous site, run by the Hansard Society who have a good reputation of supporting student 
understanding of citizenship issues; I used extensively last time around. You can register your 
school and, for example, when schools upload their results you can see a rolling vote results 
much like the genuine national screening on election night. Although relevant to the General 
Election YVote offers opportunity to participate in such as Mock European Elections also. You 
select your constituency; choose key issues, in fact, anything you may possibly need is here. You 
can choose to follow the national election and have candidates representing known parties, or 
you can localise to your school and allow students to form their own parties! Upon registering a 
free poster and resource pack is sent. I am awaiting mine eagerly. A highly recommended 
resource. 
 
UK Parliament 
http://www.parliament.uk 
 
From this site you can find out who your Constituency MP is and contact details for all MPs. 
Two tabs on the main page are of particular interest: 'Get Involved' and 'Topical Issues'. The 
former allows students to see the workings of parliament and the latter offers and A-Z index 
(follows a hierarchical sub-topics structure) of issues for which there is parliamentary research 
material. You can even choose to follow Parliament on Twitter! 
 
LTScotland 
http://www.ltscotland.org.uk/citizenship/creativeteaching/topicalissues/mockelections.asp 
 
A long URL for a resource from the ever useful Learning and Teaching Scotland website. 
Although a little outdated at the time of testing, as it refers to the 2005 elections as current, 
information offered remains valuable. They make full use of the YVote website and also offer 
links to other websites such as 'The Electoral Commission - do Scotland'. Outdated (may be 
updated for the 2010 elections) but some potential leads and links here. 
 
Electoral Commission 
http://www.electoralcommission.org.uk 
 
Quite a busy front page, and clearly not aimed at students, this site is best used for the formal 
and procedural elements to running an election. For the full, true experience, adhering to UK 
Parliamentary guidelines is necessary. Here is how. Of particular interest may be the information 
for 'Third Party Campaigners', i.e. those who aren't the candidate nor are they a political party. 
Some wading through irrelevant information is necessary but there are gems contained within. 
There is a more relevant wing to the Electoral Commission's online presence 
at http://www.dopolitics.org.uk but, at the time of reviewing, this had not been updated for 
quite some time, worth keeping a watch on however. 
 
 



BUBL 
http://bubl.ac.uk/UK/bublukpolitical.htm 
 
This website offers links to the majority (not all) of political parties registered within the United 
Kingdom. Students wishing to be mock candidates of real political parties will need to be aware 
of their party's manifesto and therefore will make use of the party's websites. A note of caution; 
please be careful which party a student wishes to represent as not all will be acceptable within a 
school environment, so take Senior Management advice. 
 
Number 10 
http://www.number10.gov.uk/Page205 
 
This specific page lists parties which currently have representatives within UK Parliaments. The 
main website is purely for those interested in information about the Prime Minister which will 
have some relevance to a Mock Election. 
 
History Learning 
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/first_past_the_post.htm 
 
UK has a 'First Past the Post' electoral system which is superbly explained here in one simple 
page, with links to other types of electoral systems and historical explanation of it. 
Nearer election time news websites such as those offered by the BBC and Sky will provide 
information about the election and voting, but as yet these have not been made current. 
In 2005 students voted overwhelmingly for the Liberal Democrats (YVote results), will that be 
reflected this year? 
An article on Debate websites was featured in ict@sla in Winter 2008 (Vol 56 No 4). Within a 
Mock Election all of those featured sites will have merit as the students taking the candidate role 
and other supporters within their team will need public speaking, critical thinking and persuasion 
techniques, and a reasonable understanding of current, topical issues. I urge all to refer to those 
sites in addition to these. 
 


