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Movieclips.com is a website which was established in December 2009 by two movie fans with 
connections to the US film industry. Backed by an Advisory Board of industry specialists and six 
major Hollywood studios, the aim is to make available and organise 'over 12,000 movieclips to 
search, view, discuss and share scenes from your favourite movie'. 
 
This elegant website is based on a clever idea which allows users worldwide to search for movie 
clips taken from full length feature films using a simple search box. The service is legal and free 
for every user. You need to register in order to access films that require a minimum age for 
viewing and for sharing on social media applications or embedding into another tool, for 
example a blog. There is an introductory video which supplies the basic information necessary to 
get started, although the site is very intuitive anyway. Access points include locating actors, 
directors (1,117 at present), film titles or even pieces of dialogue. The American bias is evident in 
the spellings and also the information about where films are currently being shown. This is not 
surprising as the finance for the operation comes from its partners and revenue generated from 
sales of associated DVDs. The clips that you can locate on the site vary in length from 30 
seconds to 2 minutes. Being so short means that the collection is going to be limited in terms of 
comprehensiveness, but there is a good range of films covered from classics, such as Romeo and 
Juliet (9 clips) to blockbusters and recent films, such as 127 Hours (9 clips). 
 
One problem I found was that that the search function wasn't always available and I did wonder 
whether this was a temporary issue. However, it is possible to get around this by using the 
Browse facility. Categories for browsing include genre, theme, occasion, setting as well as 
children's films. This is important as there is no obvious way of sorting by classification. A rather 
strange feature is the alphabetical approach to persons, which is all organised from A to Z by 
first name rather than by surname. Navigation is straightforward and quick. 
 
Additional features include special thematic groups of clips and trailers relating to topics, such as 
Christmas or villains. FAQs deal with help for embedding clips in PowerPoint files or social 
networking sites and how to suggest clips. 
 
This site looks very much like a work in progress and will become much more useful as more 
clips are added and reliability is improved. Currently one beneficial aspect of the organisation is 
that it is a represents a handy finding tool, for example if someone is looking to track down 
details relating to specific films or types of films. Educationally there are clips here that might be 
relevant for English, drama, media studies, modern foreign languages and history for pupils of 
ages, but whether the right clip would be available is not guaranteed. Overall this is an addictive 
and attractive site which will be of interest for teachers and anyone with a passion for film. 
 


