
Olympics round-up Two 
 
Exploring the Ancient Olympics 
  
A Google search for ‘History of the Olympic Games’ gleans the usual Wikipedia information 
first (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ancient_Olympic_Games). However, I am a novice 
Olympian and would not be able to judge the accuracy of the information, therefore I am 
searching for peer-evaluated and reliable sources and will require verified and checkable authors. 
  
BBC Ancient Greeks 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/primaryhistory/ancient_greeks/the_olympic_games/ 
BBC Ancient Greeks is more appropriate to the younger years, with short bites of information 
based on the very first Olympic Games. 
Further Olympics information from the BBC can be found within its studentlife 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/studentlife/) pages, but concentrate on the Beijing Olympics 
and the Irish Special Olympics. 
A quick search at http://www.bbc.co.uk/search/learning/olympic_gamesbrings up 213 relevant 
BBC pieces of information covering all types from Business in Sport to China’s Olympic 
expectations. 
  
Perseus 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Olympics/ 
The Perseus Project is a comprehensive research resource for the history, literature and culture 
of the Greco-Roman world, originally on CD-ROM but now web-based. This offshoot site (last 
updated in 2004) was created to coincide with the 1996 Olympic Games. Easy click-through 
layout with a nice use of imagery. A good mine of historical information that crosses the Key 
Stage borders for use. 
 
Nostos 
http://www.nostos.com/olympics/ 
This information is hosted by the Nostos Hellenic Cyber Centre UK, which ‘provides 
information on Greek affairs, business and organisations in the United Kingdom… which would 
be of interest to the public in general but also to individuals with special interests in Hellenic 
affairs.’ Information provided covers the ancient, and chronological development of the 
Olympic Games in simple, text only format which is divided into sub-headers on which one can 
click, or one can scroll down to view it all. Easy to understand and informative, I could not stop 
reading it, but perhaps not appealing to the lower Key Stages and ceases after information about 
the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 
  
The Games at Olympia 
http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk/festivals/story/olympics.html 
This part of the Ancient Greece website published by the British Museum is a fantastic click 
through guide to the five days of the original Olympic Games. Fun, interactive and really easy to 
follow, with great graphics. The rest of the resources of the parent site 
at http://www.ancientgreece.co.uk are also well worth exploring. This is the best of the historical 
information sites I have seen thus far. 
  
Lynne Coppendale, BA(Hons), PGDipIS, MCLIP 
Librarian, Danum School Technology College 
  



Further Olympics coverage 
  
Winter Youth Olympic Games 
http://www.olympic.org/yog 
As well as the Summer Olympics in London, 2012 also marks the launch of the Winter Youth 
Olympic Games. The YOG is to be held in Innsbruck in its first year, 13 to 22 January 2012. 
This is a fully-fledged new component of the Olympic movement, a companion to the Summer 
Youth Olympics inaugurated in Singapore in 2010 (http://www.singapore2010.sg) and opening 
in Nanjing in 2014 (http://www.nanjing2014.org). 
The Innsbruck games have their own website – http://www.innsbruck2012.com/en/ with full 
details of the events and participants. 
  
BBC Sport: Olympics 2012 
http://news.bbc.co.uk/sport1/hi/olympic_games/london_2012/ 
As you would expect, the BBC has a dedicated sub-site for the Olympics with comprehensive 
coverage of news, feature articles, and video –and no doubt much more to come. 
And let’s not forget the Euro 2012 football championships from Poland and 
Ukrainehttp://www.uefa.com/uefaeuro/ altogether a busy year for sport! 
 


