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Subtitled ‘The Struggle for Britain’s freedom and rights’ this British Library website accompanies 
the exhibition of the same name which runs from 31st October until 1st March 2009. The site 
contains information about special events for schools and how to book as you might expect, bu 
also contains a wealth of resources which could be used by schools unable to visit. 
 
The Star Items online exhibit makes available 38 of the items, ranging from Magna Carta to the 
Good Friday agreement by way of the declaration of Arbroath, Paine’s Right of Man and the 
Beveridge report. They are organised into seven categories: rule of law; right to vote; four 
nations; freedom of speech; parliament and people; human rights; and freedom from want. Each 
exhibit has an image which can be enlarged or zoomed, an explanation of what it is, its context in 
British history and its importance. They can also be sorted by date, useful if a particular period is 
being studied. 
 
This site also give access to the Taking Liberties interactive which encourages thinking about 
freedom and rights: “You are placed right in the centre of current debates about vital rights and 
freedoms in society: detention without charge, the right to privacy, devolved government, free 
speech and so on… How do you balance order with freedom?” This uses the same themes as the 
Star Items although sometimes differently titled. Each theme has three possible issues; e.g. 
English devolution, the right to die, 42 days. Each issue has an introductory ‘talking head’ 
overview and links to items from the exhibition and to useful outside websites. The user can 
then answer a question to give their opinion on the issue and see, on a 3-D graph, how their 
opinion compares with other visitors to the website and exhibition.  
 
The audio and video section currently has a video introduction to the exhibition, and three 
podcasts – an introduction, a feature on the Wolfenden report and one of Paine’s Rights of Man. 
The site promises many more podcasts to be added over the course of the exhibition.  
 
As befits a website in today’s Web 2.0 world there are also links to the curator’s blog and to the 
museum’s Facebook presence as well as links to reviews of the exhibition and related blogs. 
 
There are obvious subject links to history, modern studies, citizenship and PSHE within the site 
– but this is a site and exhibition which addresses important issues that affect us all and can be 
highly recommended across the curriculum. 
 


