
The Olympic games 
 
The games of the XXIX Olympiad will take place in Beijing, China between August 8th and 
24th 2008. 
 
http://www.olympic.org 
The official website of Olympic movement is a vast site containing information about past 
Olympic games - summer, winter and paralympic - and links to upcoming games. The Sports 
section contains background information on the sports included in the current summer and 
winter games, links to find out more about their history, equipment used, terminology and a flash 
animated demonstration of the sport. There are biographies of many of the famous sportsmen 
and women who have competed in the games and full details of the development of Olympic 
records for each event. There is also information about the Olympic Movement - how it is 
organised, its goals and many facts and figures including details of the main sponsors 
involvement. The Museum section of the site allows online exploration of some of the 
permanent exhibits in the Lausanne, Switzerland museum and the opportunity to hear the 
museum's audio guide for the relevant section. 
Throughout this site there are plenty of photographs, statistics and video clips of the games 
throughout the years. 
 
http://en.beijing2008.cn 
The Official Website of the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games provides lots of detail about the 
upcoming games. There is the opportunity to meet the Fuwa - the five mascots for the games - 
and to learn phrases in Putonghua and French (the other Olympic languages) with them. 
There is information on the sports and events and the process of qualification for them. It is also 
possible to have a look at the venues that will host these events. 
The Olympic Flame will be lit at Olympia, Greece on March 25th and its progress around the 
world towards the opening ceremony on August 8th will be able to be monitored from this site. 
There are similar details on the site for the Paralympic Games which take place in Beijing in 
September. 
 
http://www.olympics.org.uk 
This site from the British Olympic Association brings together the information on those aiming 
to be part of Team GB for Beijing as well as looking at British success in Olympics in the past. 
The education tab links to a good teacher resource area. 
 
http://bbc.co.uk/olympics 
The BBC have launched their site their Olympic website well ahead of the games and although 
there will be much more added once the games are underway the background on the site so far is 
excellent. There is information on each of the sports including videos showing tips and tricks for 
those who want to try out the sports themselves. They also profile some of the GB athletes to 
watch at the games and have involved some of them in providing material for the site and 
background on China's Olympic preparations. Once the games start there will be up to six 
streams of live video and a constant stream of stories, statistics and photographs. 
 
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/Olympics/index.html 
This site provides a the chance to explore the Ancient Olympics in greater detail, tour the sites of 
Olympia in Greece, find out about famous Ancient Olympians and to explore the perpetual 
conflict in the games between athletic skill and competition on one hand and nationalism, 
commerce and politics on the other. 



http://olympics.fhw.gr/ 
The Olympics Through Time includes two useful timelines - the first from the Ancient Olympics 
to the first Modern Games of 1896, the other provides information about each of the modern 
Olympic games, including the games which were cancelled in 1916, 1940 and 1944 due to war. 
This timeline in particular puts the games in their political and social context. 
 
http://www.london2012.com 
Regardless of your thoughts on the logo this site lets you keep up with progress as London 
prepares to hold the Olympics in 2012. 
 


