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The big think describes itself as 'a global forum connecting people and ideas' based on the 
premise that 'We believe that not all information is equal. We believe that expertise is invaluable 
and should be shared.' 
 
There are currently 1051 experts who have made contributions. Clicking on an expert's name 
brings up a short biography, links to further information about them and a hyperlinked list of 
their contributions to the website. 
Each 'think' is a video (between 1 and 5 minutes in length) of the expert speaking with a 
transcript of the text underneath. If you are a registered user of the site, you have the 
opportunity to comment on what is said and some of the videos have quite extensive and in-
depth comments. 
 
The videos can be accessed in several ways: browsing by expert or by topic or by searching. You 
can search all fields or narrow your search to videos or blogs or by speaker. There are 16 topic 
areas arranged alphabetically from Arts and Culture through Life and Death to Truth and Justice 
and World. Since registered users can also upload their own videos it is useful to be able to 
restrict the search to expert testimony only; in a test search on 'nuclear power' there were 231 
hits in all, but only 167 from experts. Usefully, the default is the 'expert' search. 
 
The site also has 49 'special series' which can be searched by date or name, or by the same topics 
as the main collection. A series is a collection of usually 8 to 10 videos on a particular theme; 
some recent ones include 'Autism', 'Taste' and 'What evolution can teach us about ourselves'. 
 
The Blogs are a mix of individual blogs for example Lea Carpenter's 'Think, see, feel: where 
literature meets life' or Michio Kaku's 'Dr. Kaku's Universe: Cutting-edge physics in all its 
remarkable strangeness' and ones from Big Think Contributors, including blogs like 'Going 
mental: demystifying the brain'. Each of these blog posts has links to further information. Where 
many of the videos could be used at KS 3, many of the blog posts are more challenging in 
language level. Some of the content is idiosyncratic: Gary Kasparov on 'How to usurp Putin' or 
Richard Dawkins on 'The importance of doing useless things', but the consequent element of 
serendipity adds to the versatility and could provoke even more discussion. 
 
This site is easy to navigate with tabs across the top for Special series, Topics, Experts, Blogs and 
Ideafeed. There are all kinds of situations in which these thought-provoking clips could be used - 
as stimulus for discussion in PHSE, for discursive essays or in Modern Studies or RME; with 
debating clubs or for class discussion; as a talking point in tutor time; as an icebreaker or 
challenge for an activity: what do you think? 
 


