
Tutankhamun and the golden age of the pharaons 
 
As ever, the BBC turned up trumps, with its site on the Egyptians at BBC 
History(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/egyptians/). Employing a mix of colourfully 
presented information and interactive games and activities, it covers mummification, gods and 
beliefs, pharaohs and dynasties, daily life, pyramids and monuments and hieroglyphs. In the 
section on pyramids, the student can play the Pyramid Challenge to learn all about their 
construction in a fun way; this is complemented by image galleries and articles by recognised 
specialists. There is information on related historical figures, a timeline and links to external 
websites. Articles are available in print-ready format. The image galleries feature ancient artefacts 
throughout the site, and illustrate and inform about sacred animals, Egyptian gods, and the 
people who lived in ancient Egypt. A favourite section will probably be the one on 
mummification; in the 'Mummy Maker'game the player has to carry out the process of 
embalming the body of one of the king's officers, including sucking out the brain and removing 
the vital organs! The site is easy to find your way around, and the content well presented and 
authoritative. From games which primary aged children will enjoy to a guide to deciphering 
hieroglyphs by Simon Singh, all ages are catered for. 
 
Elsewhere on the BBC History site is information on Tutankhamun himself 
(http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/historic_figures/tutankhamun.shtml). A BBC report on the 
unveiling of King Tutankhamun's face for the very first time in November 2007 contains 
exciting video footage of the moment the mummy was lifted out of the golden coffin 
(http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/sci/tech/7078091.stm). 
 
The Canadian Museum of Civilisation has a simple but fact-filled site on Tutankhamun as part of 
itsMysteries of Egypt site (http://www.civilization.ca/CIVIL/EGYPT/egtut01e.html). It is 
divided into six sections: his life and times, the cause of his death, his funeral, his tomb, his 
treasures and his curse. Each page contains numerous links to related information, such as 
Egyptian beliefs about life after death or an explanation of royal symbols. You are also directed 
to interesting external websites, such as the Science Museum site which re-examines X-rays of 
the mummy in order to shed light on how Tutankhamun died 
(http://www.sciencemuseum.org.uk/antenna/tutankhamun/index.asp). 
 
The Egyptology Online website has a thorough and readable history of Tutankhamun, with 
links to a wealth of information on his life and death and the mysteries which have surrounded 
him ever since (http://www.egyptologyonline.com/tutankhamun.htm). It is one of seven 
pharaoh profiles and is published by the National Home Study College, a UK distance learning 
institution. The site is extensive and covers everything you might want to know about ancient 
Egypt: everyday life, a chronology of events, the rise of Egyptology as a field of study, major 
historic sites (including the pyramids), hieroglyphs, gods and religion. There is interesting 
supplementary material throughout. The language is a little academic for primary school use, 
though it is richly illustrated. In common with most of these sites, it is designed using the rich 
golds and ornate graphics which we associate with ancient Egypt. 
 
For an audio-visual tour of the tomb of Tutankhamun, visit the National Geographic's 
site Unraveling the Mysteries of King 
Tutankhamun(http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/ngm/tut/mysteries/index.html). It 
requires Flash, and promises to take you on an interactive expedition back in time to the burial 
chamber of the boy king. Through a narrated tour of the wall paintings we learn about the rituals 
which surrounded death in ancient Egypt. 'Royal Wrappings' uses cgi graphics to illustrate how 4 



shrines, a sarcophagus and three coffins housed the mummy of Tutankhamun, finally revealing 
the glorious golden mask which covered his face. Computer graphics are also used in the High-
Tech Forensics animation, which invites you to "explore the four body regions of King 
Tutankhamun's mummy to uncover exciting new forensic discoveries", and to see what forensic 
artists think he would have looked like - the subject of some controversy. 
There is no shortage of information online about Tutankhamun; you will not be surprised to 
learn that second on the Google hit list was the Wikipedia entry 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tutankhamun). As an introduction to the subject, and with a 
fairly decent bibliography and suggestions for further reading, you could do a lot worse. 
 


