
War horse 
 
First the book, then the long-running and hugely successful play, now the Steven Spielberg film 
of War Horse, due to be released in the UK just after Christmas 
(http://www.warhorsemovie.co.uk/) and already much trumpeted in the press 
(http://www.guardian.co.uk/film/filmblog/2011/jun/29/war-horse-trailer-
spielberg,http://www.dailymail.co.uk/femail/article-2049362/Steven-Spielberg-film-The-war-
horse-Germans-kill.html) with talk of its ‘stellar British cast’ and Oscar potential. This should 
provide the opportunity to revive interest in this, and other fine novels from Michael Morpurgo 
on the theme of war. 
 
The National Theatre has helpfully created some excellent teaching resources, with 
downloadable pdf files on their production and a scheme of work to use in KS3 English. There 
are synposes of both the play and the novel and an exploration of the problems of adaptation for 
the stage. The NT’s series of behind the scenes Play Now documentary films, including 
interviews with Michael Morpurgo and a backstage video diary shot during rehearsals, are well 
worth watching (http://www.nationaltheatre.org.uk/61507/war-horse/war-horse.html). 
With his work adapted for stage, screen and even ballet, it is worth reading what Michael 
Morpurgo has to say in The Guardian about the transformative process that inevitably 
occurs:http://www.guardian.co.uk/culture/2010/aug/21/michael-morpurgo-on-stage-
adaptations. 
 
There is an excellent series of activities and worksheets for the study of War Horse on the TES 
Teaching Resources site (http://www.tes.co.uk/teaching-resource/War-Horse-6100866/), 
though you need to be a registered user to access them – this is free and only takes a minute. The 
lesson plans and PowerPoint slides encourage a close reading of the novel spread over 10 or 
more sessions. 
 
The teacher resource guide produced for a Broadway audience by the Lincoln Center Theater 
(http://www.lct.org/content/show/LCT_WarHorse.TeacherGuide.pdf) has some very good 
background historical material, including an investigation of WWI weaponry and the role played 
by horses. It is attractively presented and impressively researched, with an excellent bibliography 
and links throughout to numerous well chosen websites for further study; these include 
interactive WWI maps, sites on war poetry, prose and songs and Imperial War Museum 
webquests. There are suggested classroom activities based on both the book and the play. 
The Real War Horse, from the History Channel (http://www.history.co.uk/shows/real-war-
horse/history.htm) gives a good account of the fate of the half million horses requisitioned for 
the war effort. 
  
Imperial War Museum 
  
At the time of writing, the Imperial War Museum’s exhibition Once upon a wartime: classic 
war stories for children (http://wartime.iwm.org.uk/) is in its closing days in London. The 
good news, however, is that it transfers to IWM North in Manchester, where it will be running 
from 11 February to 2 September 2012. War Horse is one of five children’s classics featured. 
The website’s Learning section has a downloadable pdf for teachers with activities related to the 
exhibition, while the Competition section encourages young people to submit their own reviews 
of the novels.Little Manfred, Michael Morpurgo’s latest book, was inspired by a wooden 
dachshund carved for the children of a British family by a German prisoner of war, and now in 
the museum’s collection. 



War Horse and Private Peaceful are the suggested class reading in Hampshire Record Offices’ 
resource on the First World War, part of their Archive Education Service 
(http://www.hants.gov.uk/rh/archives/ww1.pdf). This site is a sound starting point for any 
study of WWI, with links to key sites such as the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, the 
Great War Battlefields and the Imperial War Museum. Taking Hampshire and local history 
studies as its primary focus, the emphasis is very much on the human experience during wartime, 
with many individual stories documented. It includes photographs, postcards and letters from 
the archive and suggests a range of activities for classroom use. 
 


