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The Times Archive Online is a new part of the Times Online website and gives access to 200 
years of the newspaper. The original pages have been scanned and then the text extracted by 
OCR software and the articles separated and indexed. The entire contents of the paper are 
searchable, including display advertisements and births, marriages and deaths. 
 
The archive can be searched by keyword. Search results can refined by adding further keywords, 
by restricting it to a particular category (categories vary according to the original search term), or 
by restricting the date range. A ‘help’ link gives further information about specific search 
techniques for the database. 
 
It is also possible to search the database by date using the ‘One day a time’ search, clearly aimed 
at those wishing to find out what else of importance happened the day they were born. This 
search returns an image of the front page and a list of articles which can the be explored in more 
depth.  
 
The archive allows you to click and drag across a page of the newspaper and then enlarge the 
text to a comfortable reading size. A toolbar at the bottom of each page allows saving, printing 
or emailing of an article for personal use. It also allows the article to be viewed as plain text. In 
order to access the full range of the archive and read most of the articles it is necessary to sign up. 
 
Other options from the home screen include browsing the archive using the interactive scrolling 
timeline or browsing the list of special topics. There are currently 150 of these ranging from the 
Aberfan disaster and Al Capone (under A!) through the New Deal to the Wright brothers. These 
topics contain collections of articles about significant events or people, and some of them, 
highlighted as ‘Editor’s Choice’, can be viewed without subscribing. They also include photo 
galleries. Most annoyingly for a librarian the list of topics is in three columns which read from 
right to left across the page before moving to the next line. The link to find these topics is very 
inconspicuous in the top right of the home page so the casual browser could miss this very 
useful resource completely.  
 
For a limited period of time access to this amazing archive is free, although you do have to 
register in order to view the articles you have found. There is no indication on the site of what 
the charges will be for access, nor of how long it will be free so make the most of it now and 
gather ammunition to argue for a subscription when that becomes necessary. 
 


